
Abstract
The Northeast Consortium was created in 1999 to encourage and fund effective, equal partnerships 

among commercial fishermen, scientists, and other stakeholders to engage in cooperative research and 
monitoring projects in the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank. The Northeast Consortium administers funds 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for cooperative research on a broad range of 
topics including gear selectivity, fish biology, stock assessments, Oceanography/ecosystems monitoring, 
and socioeconomic/outreach studies. Funds are distributed through an annual open competition, which is 
announced via a Request for Proposals (RFP). All projects must involve a partnership between commercial 
fishermen and scientists.

A key aspect of the Northeast Consortium approach to data management is the sharing of all data 
collected by the many funded projects and their commercial fishermen and scientist participants via a web-
based data and information distribution system (http://www.northeastconsortium.org/data.shtml). This 
sharing fosters the cooperative research approach, strengthens existing partnerships, and leads to higher data 
quality, which is essential if the data are to be effectively used in resource assessment and management. In 
addition, more and better kinds of analyses are possible when related data sets can be considered and analyzed 
together.

To accomplish the data sharing and outreach activities, the Northeast Consortium uses the JGOFS/
GLOBEC data management system [1,2] developed to handle multi-disciplinary data sets in a unique way. 
The software is open source and is available to everyone. Data can be viewed via any standard browser, such 
as Internet Explorer, Mozilla, Safari, and Netscape and includes such features as data downloads, basic X-
Y data plotting, data selection (e.g., show all the data where the water depth is less than 150 meters), and 
data projection (e.g., only show the latitude, longitude, depth, and sea surface temperature values.) Data 
contributors are encouraged to serve their data from their own computers (with software that enables 
them to become an integral part of the distributed data management system) so that the most up-to-date 
version is always available. If the data contributor is not able to do this, the data are served by the Northeast 
Consortium’s data server located at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.
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acknowledgment 
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Office.

Data are the intellectual property of the collecting 
investigator(s). The intellectual investment and time 
committed to the collection of a data set entitles the 
investigator to the fundamental benefits of the data set. 
Publication of descriptive or interpretive results derived 
immediately and directly from the data is the privilege and 
responsibility of the investigators who collect the data. We 
respect the desires of researchers who would like to publish 
data prior to making the data publicly available. Researchers 
are strongly encouraged to submit all data as soon as 
possible after the completion of their project. We will work 
with researchers on a case-by-case basis to allow a grace 
period, typically three years from the date of data collection, 
for publication purposes. Data will be appended to the 
database, but will not be accessible to third parties until the 
grace period has expired.

Northeast Consortium Fisheries and Ocean Data Management System

The JGOFS/GLOBEC system makes these inherently 
geographically based data accessible via a map-based 
interface, using MapServer[3] software

Preliminary 
version. Not 
all projects are 
currently avail-
able via the 
MapServer.

Clicking on 
available data links 
brings you to the 
JGOFS/GLOBEC 
data system display.
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