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Summary

In order to 
make use of data, information about how the data were collected and processed (part of what some people call metadata) must be made available.  Properly dealing with metadata during the data’s collection, processing and archiving phases will enable more people to effectively use these data for other purposes.   The “old practice” of keeping one’s data in one’s desk drawer (or personal computer) only for one’s own use is giving way to the recognition that data are a valuable resource, and their subsequent use by others increases their quality and value, especially when combined with other data.  This presentation reviews some basic concepts of data management, and introduces the Biological and Chemical Oceanography Data Management Office (BCO-DMO), funded by the National Science Foundation to provide researchers from NSF’s Ocean Biology and Ocean Chemistry programs with a no cost option to make their data publicly available.
�It’s not really about re-uding the datas, is it? Isn’t it about using it at all?  The need for metadata, I mean.





