Date

Dear X,

The Northeast Consortium values the cooperative research that it has funded and requires that all data resulting from funded projects be made publicly available.  The Fisheries and Ocean Data Management System exists for this purpose and I am writing to urge you to work with us to make data from cooperative research publicly accessible.

Currently, there is no data submitted for the following completed projects:

· x

· y

· z

Data Accessibility

There are many important reasons why Northeast Consortium cooperative research data should be made public, including:

· the requirement for public access to data resulting from federally funded programs and activities;

· the ability for scientists, fishermen, and fisheries managers to evaluate and consider data for use in fisheries and ocean science and management;

· the ability for data to be compared, integrated, and synthesized from many different projects;

· assurance that project end-users can learn about the results of projects and avoid repeating experiments or observations that have already been made; and

· assurance that cooperative research data is archived.

The Database

The Fisheries and Ocean Data Management System is accessible via the internet at: http://www.northeastconsortium.org/data.shtml.  Every project has an entry regardless of status of data submission and each project in turn is linked to a category in the data system.  An exciting new component to the data system is the ability to access the data via  both a text interface and a map interface.  Data that include latitudes and longitudes can be seen visually against a background of bathymetry, a position grid and/or other data. 

Final Technical Evaluations

The Northeast Consortium administers a final technical evaluation of all appropriate aspects of funded cooperative research projects once they are complete, including if project data has been made publicly accessible.  The technical evaluation of a project is an essential step in the successful transfer of project results and products to appropriate end-users and many end users are now looking to the database for project information.

Contributing Your Data

Dicky Allison at the Northeast Consortium Data Management Office is the database manager and all data should be submitted to her.  Her contact information is at the end of this letter.  Submission of most datasets is fairly straightforward and she will work closely with you to ensure that the data is posted properly.  She eagerly awaits new data!

Again, your project(s) is important to the Northeast Consortium and we want to work with you to on this endeavor.  Please feel free to contact Dicky or myself at any time.

Sincerely,

Rachel Gallant

Fisheries Specialist

Enclosure


Dicky Allison, Database Manager


Northeast Consortium Data Management Office


Swift House, MS #38


Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution


Woods Hole, MA 02543
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(508) 289-2298








