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FALL – 2003  October 25, 2003

FILL IN THE BLANK

1.  Now that summer is over, most of my time in the “world of work” is spent doing the regular daily in and out at the practice.  I went to a conference in Kansas at the end of August and flew to Asheville North Carolina (wow – a pretty place) for a focus group on vaccines a week ago.  I have to figure out how we will pull up the vinyl flooring in January since the glue never did stick.  It took hiring lawyers and threatening all sorts of things to “stimulate” my contractor to do something.  We will be closing two full weekends in January and lose about 10 days of full-fledged function.  Yuck.

2. For fun, I have been doing not a whole lot recently.  As I told all of you, Walt and I flew to Seattle early in August where he participated in the MS rollerblade marathon.  We had a great time.  We stayed in the Queen Anne’s Hill area at a newly built hotel set up for weekly visitors (small kitchenette etc).  It was very European in design.  Ate at the 5-Spot – with everything patterned after the Simpsons.  You even got to hear dialogue from The Simpsons while in the bathroom.   As Jean told you all, I did a comedy routine for The Cat Care Society out here and Jean was my honored guest, soon to be my agent.  

3. Time spent with family and friends has included dining with my parents at their new apartment a few times.  They are now fully settled into Frasier Manor, and their house did finally sell.  They got about $5,000 more than what it was appraised for.  The market in Boulder is still bad so I think they should feel pretty blessed to unload that place before the winter.  I saw Joanna and Taca and Kathy, her girls, her dad, her sister, Linda, and Tom in August for an evening of showing off our Virginia pictures and laughing.  Joanna and I also got to spend an evening with Joycie, Vanessa, Joycie’s significant other, and Joyce.  We had a great, great time.  Joyce is doing well and so are Vanessa and Joycie.  Joycie’s not happy about the difficulty of securing a teaching position but she does have a few courses she is teaching as a “hire a professor” for her university.  I was very impressed with Joycie’s significant other.  She is a police officer in Phoenix, hired specifically for her ability to speak Spanish.  She gets $10.00 more per hour since she knows Spanish.  She said to me, “Where else can you get paid for being nosy?”  My sister, Brenda, is doing OK separated from Stan.  I don’t know what they will work out.  Her son, Andrew, went to state in tennis for Fairview.  My sister, Sandy’s, daughter is at School of Mines in Golden, so I go and get her as often as I can.  She’s great.  Alison is having a good semester, although her chemistry class is tough.  She hopes to play basketball this winter.  She continues to take drum lessons, but doesn’t play in the band because the band teacher is awful.  Glenn and Chris are both still sober, both unemployed, but sober.  Glenn is living with sober guys from Cornerstone, the drug-rehab organization that both my boys went through.  Chris has “tired” of the Cornerstone group so insists that he can stay sober by himself, in spite of living with users etc.  He turned 18 in Sept. and Glenn turns 20 today.  Both boys are “easy keepers” – somehow managing to scrounge enough money to live on without jobs.  Quite a talent.  When I get worried and depressed, I remember where they both were a year ago and feel pretty happy.  They both will have to make their own lives work.  If  I could do it for them, I would have already.  

4. Movies I have really enjoyed have been “School of Rock” with Jack Black – a must for everyone.  What a guy – reminds me of Chris Farley only he can sing and do cartwheels.  I also just saw “Runaway Jury”.  I thought it was also great.

5. Good books I have read are the series starting with “The No.1 Ladies Detective Agency”, going on to “Tears of the Giraffe”, and I’m in the third.  I can’t believe these books were written by a man  (Alexander McCall Smith) - sexist of me to say but true.  They are truly wonderful, upbeat (not the typical bloody horror I usually read).  I also finished a book of Seinfeld’s  material that was hilarious.  

6. My reaction to current events is yikes, I’m glad I never said we should enter Iraq.  I bet most of the Bush brigade wishes now that we hadn’t either.  If one of my kids was over there being in danger every single day while trying to help put that country back together, I’d really be mad.  Sad to see Bush earning more and more money while the Democrats split the pie so much.  

7. My best memory of our trip to Virginia is big piles of cow manure with butterflies on them.  I also had a great time in the “cave” with that brave cave explorer, Kathy, and will never forget her making the “Q” sign when she came out of the cave.  Actually, the whole trip was great.  I want to go back to DC and explore on my own since I had never been there before.  Kathy does not snore nor kick.  I have made a collage of our pictures and, not to brag, it’s great.  I framed it (poster size) so everyone can see it when they visit.  
8. That’s it for now – signing off - as most of you know, I battled West Nile Virus for 28 days  (most of September) so I will report, having one’s health is a true gift.  Have been battling my neck disc causing numbness in my right hand, but hope to get some exercises to help take care of that soon. Alice Winchester (a.k.a. Lisa Farber’s) husband was diagnosed with both lung cancer and brain cancer about two weeks ago and doesn’t have long.  I met him at our 30th reunion and thought he was quite a nice man.  Keep them in your thoughts and prayers.   I hope everyone is doing well.  I feel so blessed to have such a great group of friends.  Love you all.

Love, Paige
