Northeast Consortium

Progress Report: July to December 2006

Very little data was submitted from NEC investigators during this report period.  However, we were very busy.
Continued to work on the Inventory of Northeast Consortium projects to serve as the master data entry point.  This was an ongoing effort throughout 2006 and continues into 2007.  Seven years of data (2000-2006) have gone into the Inventory so far. “If you don’t know where to start, start with the Inventory.”  This inventory of data complements the NEC project database.  Every project has an entry regardless of status of data submission and each project in turn is linked to a category in the data system.  The place-holding effort for those projects with no submitted data is ongoing and should be completed soon.  Metadata records for each project have been created and are linked to each data object.  As new reports are submitted or projects completed, the inventory is updated.  [See below for MapServer interface to the data]
Created a MapServer interface to the Northeast Consortium data.  This was a group effort involving several people and culminated in the presentation of a poster at ICES Boston 2006 and a poster and a presentation at the NEC Annual Meeting in December, 2006.  The MapServer interface to the data is a visual way to access geospatial data using an internet browser.  Mapserving is different from just mapping in that it is an actual interface to the NEC data system with all the JGOFS/GLOBEC system’s capability of subselecting, projecting, downloading and plotting data.  To achieve this product, several layers of new, supporting data files had to be created and then interfaced to the MapServer software.  All the available NEC data that include latitudes and longitudes are now available using this system.  As new data are served, if they contain geospatial information, they will be available via both the text-based system and the map-based system.  Improvements to this interface are ongoing.
Quality Control:  Work is ongoing to quality control the on-line data and make the field names consistent and the data able to be visualized.  Nineteen data objects were worked on extensively. 

Habitat/Ecology:

· Outreach:  Helped Rebecca Jones get PULSE data to an interested scientist.

Stock Assessment:

· New data object:  CTD data from the commercial vessel survey of herring spawning grounds was put online.  Worked with Shale Rosen and Dan Salerno.
· New data submitted:  Extensive new data were submitted from the Deep Sea Red Crab Fishery project.  Different kinds of data were submitted, including raw data from camera tows, data from nets, data from tagged and recaptured crabs and temperature data.  Some of these data need to be reformatted, but no problems serving them are foreseen.  Working with Rick Wahle and Charlene Bergeron. 



