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Scientists spend too much timeScientists spend too much time

documenting their own data setsdocumenting their own data sets

and trying to decipher otherand trying to decipher other

scientistsscientists’’  data sets that theydata sets that they

want to usewant to use..

Scientists shouldScientists should

spend more timespend more time

working on theirworking on their

research.research.

Metadata is data about data and answers  what, when, where, how, who and why ofMetadata is data about data and answers  what, when, where, how, who and why of

the described data. It also helps to: discover, access, evaluate and use data.the described data. It also helps to: discover, access, evaluate and use data.

Metadata Definition and IssuesMetadata Definition and Issues A Guide to Sharing DataA Guide to Sharing Data

ParticipatingParticipating in the in the MMI MMI

The The missionmission of the MMI  of the MMI isis to  promote the exchange, integration and use of marine data through to  promote the exchange, integration and use of marine data through

enhanced data publishing, discovery, documentation and accessibility.enhanced data publishing, discovery, documentation and accessibility.

!! Register and contribute to the site so you help build the Register and contribute to the site so you help build the

community resource.community resource.

!!  Participate in and/or co-host a workshop that teaches how toParticipate in and/or co-host a workshop that teaches how to

handle your kind of data (handle your kind of data (info@marinemetadata.orginfo@marinemetadata.org).).

!! Participate in the interoperability demonstration as a data Participate in the interoperability demonstration as a data

provider (provider (marinemetadata.org/tethysmarinemetadata.org/tethys). This will start building). This will start building

tools that can integrate your data with other data for newtools that can integrate your data with other data for new

science uses.science uses.

!! Test, provide feedback and contribute to our guides Test, provide feedback and contribute to our guides

((marinemetadata.org/guidesmarinemetadata.org/guides) to help make sure they are useful) to help make sure they are useful..

!! Participate Participate in our mailing list  in our mailing list ask@marinemetadata.orgask@marinemetadata.org,,

asking questions or helping others to solve them.asking questions or helping others to solve them.

Reasons forReasons for

sharing datasharing data Comply with requirementsComply with requirements

of funding agencies, dataof funding agencies, data

centers  and publishers.centers  and publishers.

Encourage others to re-useEncourage others to re-use

your data, citing your research.your data, citing your research.

Your number of publicationsYour number of publications

and citations will increase.and citations will increase.

Others can help you solveOthers can help you solve

similar problems, findsimilar problems, find

anomalies in your dataanomalies in your data

and/or complement it.and/or complement it.

Collect all the information available thatCollect all the information available that

documents your data and prepare your data anddocuments your data and prepare your data and

metadata to meet your requirements based onmetadata to meet your requirements based on

the recommendations and best practices.the recommendations and best practices.

Consider your data consumerConsider your data consumer’’s  (e.g.,s  (e.g.,

journal archive, data center)  requirementsjournal archive, data center)  requirements

for  vocabularies, transport protocols,for  vocabularies, transport protocols,

content standards and file formats.content standards and file formats.
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Convert to standard formats.Convert to standard formats.
Map your attributes, source names, flags andMap your attributes, source names, flags and

other codes to a common set of terms. This willother codes to a common set of terms. This will

help users to understand in a common languagehelp users to understand in a common language

the content of your data. The Web Ontologythe content of your data. The Web Ontology

Language (OWL) is a tool that can be used toLanguage (OWL) is a tool that can be used to

facilitate the process.facilitate the process.

Describe your data according toDescribe your data according to

the selected metadata standard.the selected metadata standard.

Verify that yourVerify that your

metadata ismetadata is

discoverablediscoverable

MMI provides MMI provides best practices,best practices,

tools,tools, easy-to-use guidelines and easy-to-use guidelines and

recommendations, making thisrecommendations, making this

task easy for non-experts.task easy for non-experts.

http://marinemetadata.orghttp://marinemetadata.org

!! Publish and manage online documentation about your project at MMI  Publish and manage online documentation about your project at MMI ((info@marinemetadata.orginfo@marinemetadata.org)), facilitating, facilitating

collaboration with your project memberscollaboration with your project members  and exposing your project to all the MMI community.  and exposing your project to all the MMI community.
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