ST. BARNABAS ALIVE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

We have designed our 2009 Stewardship Campaign to continue the spirit of reaching out to each other, sharing time and fellowship.  In light of these objectives, on October 12th or 19th you will be visited by one or two members of the parish.  This will be a brief visit, a chance to talk with each other.  You will be given your pledge card and an opportunity to ask questions.  We hope you will enjoy these visits as much as we look forward to making them.  See you in October! – Rev. Pat

Thoughts on Giving

This is a hard time to talk about giving away money.  As we write this, the stock market has taken its worse dive since 9/11.  Many people are afraid and hurting financially.

Some things don’t change.  God is here with us during this time the same as any other time.  His gifts continue to be given.  Stewardship is about giving in the best of times and the worst of times.  Giving first because we have received first.  God doesn’t give us gifts of a son’s return, a mother’s recovery, a sister’s new job, or a friend’s wedding AFTER He’s finished with other things.  He doesn’t give us a busy signal when we pick up that phone in the dark of the night, desperate or terrified.  He is there, always.  Too many times we wait to give God what is left at the end of the month, the quarter, the year.  Just this once, let us commit ourselves to giving the FIRST fruits, not the ones left in the field when the harvest is over.  

As mentioned above, during two Sunday afternoons in the month of October, members of the parish will have the pleasure of visiting other members of the parish.  We will talk about St. Barnabas and the money we will need to raise to keep the programs going in 2009.  Let’s demonstrate in our own pledge commitment what “St. Barnabas ALIVE” really means.  – Brad Barnes and Dicky Allison

All things come of thee, Oh Lord.

And of thine own have we given thee.

